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MEC FLORENCE RADZILANI LAUNCHES THE 2024
IN JANE FURSE

MEC Florence Radzilani and the Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District Municipality, Clir Minah at the the launch o
2024 Easter Road Safety Campaign. Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

EXTRACTED FROM THE KEYNOTE
ADDRESS

Delivered by MEC Florence Radzilani on 26
March 2024 at Jane Furse Sports Ground,

spheres of Government, that road fatalities, just
like gender-based violence, crime and corruption,
are indeed a societal matter. Our choice of venue
is occasioned by the persistent occurrence of road
fatalities, in this District.

Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality in
Sekhukhune District. As | stand before you, in our group of a few hundred,
| am also addressing the Millions of other road-users,
who will be travelling on our roads, during this Easter

Long Weekend.

Let me start by sending our heartfelt gratitude to
the leadership of both the Makhuduthamaga Local
and Sekhukhune District Municipalities, for opening
their doors when we came ‘cap in hand’ knocking,
requesting for a venue to host this event.

As we are approaching this long-weekend, a period
punctuated by intense travelling by people going
on holiday and family gatherings, we expect an
increased presence of vehicles, on our Provincial
roads.

We view this reception and acceptance of our
request, as a collective acknowledgement by all
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Here in Makhuduthamaga, we expect an influx
of traffic at the Jane Furse 4-way stop. We also
expect high volumes of traffic on the R37 at the
Bothashoek junction, which Government has
tremendously developed.

We are also looking forward to high traffic
volumes, as the various congregants will be
heading to their various pilgrimages, throughout
many parts of the Province.

For our part, as the Department of Transport and
Community Safety in the Province, we shall be
deploying our best arsenal, to ensure maximum
visibility on our roads.

We shall be deploying a systematic methodology,
of placing our Officers at strategic points, to
ensure a constant presence, on all the identified
spots which are known for accidents.

This democratic Government has rolled-out a
colossal infrastructural programme and built world-
class roads, that must best serve its people, and
not become a catalyst to their deaths.

It is our firm view that road deaths are preventable
and would not happen, if we all adhere to the road
safety regulations.

Those who will be undertaking longer trips during
this period, must observe occasional rests, and
also ensure that their vehicles are roadworthy.

Over the past few months, we have recorded a
notable increase, in the number of road fatalities
on our roads, within this District.

They are too many to single-out, but the one that
stands out, and is still fresh in our memories, is
the fatal crash that claimed the lives of 7 people at
the intersection of N11 and D2534, in the Ephraim
Mogale Local Municipality. 6 people out of the

7 victims, in that fatality, were members of the
Mmotong family, who were travelling with their
friend, from Pretoria in Gauteng to Tsimanyane.

In the world of journalism and newsrooms,
these are just road fatality statistics. But to their
immediate family members, victims of road
fatalities are brothers, sisters, parents, children,
uncles and nephews.
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Head of Department Stephen Matjena (Standing), MEC
Florence Radzilani and KgoSi Malekutu Mampuru V.
Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

KgoSi Malekutu Mampuru 1V, Chief Director for Transport
Operations, Paul Mainganye and MEC Florence Radzilani
during the 2024 Easter Road Safety Campaign Launch
parade in Jane Furse. Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

Road fatalities do not only rob families of their loved
ones, but they also cut short the lives of bread
winners.

We have extended an invitation to the Pedi-Mamone
Royal Household, because we are alive to the reality
that, creating safer communities, requires a multi-
pronged method, that involves all sectors of the
society.

We have also been joined today, in this gathering,
by the Provincial Commissioner of the SAPS in
Limpopo, Lieutenant-General Thembi Hadebe and
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MEC Florence Radzilani acknowledging Law Enforcement parade. Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

Members of the Police Service, because of our
shared resolve, that road safety requires a multi-
disciplinary approach.

Together with the South African Police Services, we
shall be conducting a series of road safety operations,
throughout the Province, as we launch an onslaught
on drunken driving, and many other traffic offenses,
on the road.

We are going to be merciless on overloading,
unroadworthy vehicles and many other traffic
transgressions, during this period.

Oout of the 181 lives that were lost on our roads,
during the previous Festive Season, 48 were lost in
this District of Sekhukhune. 21 of the 62 pedestrians
who were killed on our roads, over this past Festive
season, were from this District.

This means that we have lost more lives in this
District, that any part of the Province, during the
2023/24 Festive period.

It is therefore befitting, that we had to descend to
this District, to have this intimate interaction with our
people.

The majority of the accidents happen along the R37,
the N11 and the R579.

Where there are pedestrians involved, this happens
late in the evening, as they walk from taverns and

shebeens to their homes. This gives rise to the
suspicion that the majority of pedestrians who are
hit by cars, in the evening, are mainly intoxicated.

It is for this reason, that we have tailored our
road safety programmes towards pedestrians, as
they are a critical component of our road-using
community.

We have also noted a worrying pattern, where
motorists drive away, after hitting pedestrians.

Programme Director, of the 62 pedestrians who
were killed on our Provincial roads, this past
Festive period, 30 were ‘hit and runs’, meaning
that the motorists opted to drive away, after the
accident.

We have brought with us to this occasion, our
social partners from the business fraternity and
the South African National Taxi Council. We

enjoy sustained and cordial relations with the taxi
industry, because we value the bond we have with
Santaco.

We appreciate the intervention by the South
Africa National Small Bus Operators Council, of
assisting Government in its quest towards women
empowerment.

We are also aware of the financial injection that
the Bus Operators have made, towards the
success of this event.
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We are encouraged by this collaborative effort
and act of patriotism, and it is our believe that with
the assistance of business, this Government can
achieve the insurmountable.

As | conclude, | want to sent my singular

gratitude to the Mayor of Makhuduthamaga Local
Municipality, CIr Merah Mahlase and the Executive
Mayor of Sekhukhune, Clr Minah Bahula, and
members of their Councils, the SAPS and other
Government Departments, for their contribution
towards this Launch of the 2024 Easter Road
Safety Campaign.

SAPS Provincial Commissioner Lieutnant General,
Thembi Hadebe. Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

Head of Department, Stephen Matjena.
Photo: DTCS/Sello Sebela

Sebela

MEC Florence Radzilani (2nd left) handing over certificate during the 2024 Easter Road Safety Campaign Launch. Photo: DTCS/Sello
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e ¥ .  DEPARTMENTAL
LIBRARY WEEK

LIBRARIES CELEBRATION

FOSTER SOCIAL COHESION
[South¥African]Library\Week{[§18:24MARCHE2024] “Libraries Foster Social Cohesion”

Polokwane, Head Office - Phamoko Towers: Head of Department, Stephen Matjena visited the Library on the 4th floor with
members of senior management and other staff members on 18 March 2024 to join the Library Week Celebrations.

Matjena encouraged library management in his interaction, to explore the use of an electronic borrowing system to make the
process simpler and efficient as a way of encouraging more staff users of the facility.

Contact Ms. Mpho Molope on 060 806 4274 / molopem@dtcs.limpopo.gov.za for more information on how you can access
Departmental Library Services

e All photos. Photo: DTCS/Dan Mafokoane
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Helpful Driver Tips when travelling,
making sure we all Arrive Alive!

Driver Fatigue
The Warning Signs...

Before undertaking a journey, it is important to recognise the various
signs of fatigue.

Ignoring these signs could lead to serious accidents, serious injuries
and even death.

Signs of fatigue :

» Burning eyes.

s Day dreaming.

s Blurred vision.

» Loss of concentration.

s Drifting into other lanes.

» Poor gear selection.

» Misjudging the distance te another vehicle.

s Loss of vigilence and temporary dozing off or even falling asleep.

Take heed of the following guidelines :

» Ensure that you are well rested before a long journey.
s Don't use medication that could lead to drowsiness.

» Select resting points to allow for stops every 200km or
after two hours of travelling, whichever comes soonest.

» Keep following distances behind other vehicles.

» Keep the vehicle well ventilated.
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Amessage from
The Department of Transport

The Department of Transport
would like to share some safety
tips and hints with you, in order
for you to arrive safely at your
destination.

It is that time of the year and
everyone is looking forward to a
long awaited break, spending
time with their loved ones and
friends, especially during the
festive season.

Embarking on a holday trip or
journey of any kind is often very
exciting and filled with lots of
expectations.

High traffic volumes, very busy
roads and road users more hurried
than ever, is more dangerous and
therefore demands a lot more
responsibility and concentration
from the driver.

To ensure a pleasurable journey
and safe arrival, please take note
of the very important road safety
tips brought to you by The
Department of Transport through
the Arrive Alive Campaign.

Caring for your safety, Enjoy the
Festive Season and please Arrive
Alive!

It is a well known fact that fatigue could lead to a possible collision. It is important to have a good night
sleep before embarking on a trip and not to drive during the time when you would normaly be sleeping
(00:00 - 05:00) FATIGUE IS A SILENT KILLER !

Arrive Alive Coll Cenire Number

0861400800
Stay Sharp, and let's all w

Department:
Transport

REE ALY D SOUEH A RIGA Arrive Alive Is co-sponsered by the Road Accident Fund
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